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Dear mission partners,

One of the names we read in Paul’s letter to the Colossians is Tychicus. He was not mentioned much
elsewhere in the Bible, but it was quite significant that Paul called him a dear brother, a faithful min-
ister, and a fellow servant in the gospel. It is obvious to the readers that Paul trusted Tychicus very
much and considered him an important team member who did small scale yet vital ministry work
over a long period of time.

In May, | was privileged to conduct a baptismal service in Bristol Chinese Baptist Church on the 3™
and then in Canterbury Chinese Christian Fellowship on the 17". These are two of the Chinese
churches where COCM sends missionary workers to support and minister alongside the local Chris-
tian leaders. Though the newly baptised believers came to know the Lord through labour of God’s
servants on different occasions including various COCM camps, their faith would have been on shaky
ground without the day-to-day discipleship and nurturing by ministry workers faithfully serving in
their local church. On the last day of the month, | preached in the Essex Chinese Christian Church in
Colchester where our worker Ai-Ling had been ministering over the years. As | shared God’s Word
with the small congregation meeting in a rented facility for Sunday service, | myself was touched by
the faithfulness of our worker and her steadfast love to the Chinese students and immigrant families.

May 12" was a happy day at the COCM centre when we celebrated with 23 COCM TEE graduates. It
had not been easy for some of them having to put in so much hard work of studying. We rejoiced
with them while marvelling at what they had accomplished. All of them were very grateful to the
faithful teaching ministry of our worker Lawrence Sin who constantly travels long distances to meet
the needs of his students in different churches.

Many of the Chinese churches and fellowships in UK/Europe covered by the COCM church support
ministry are small in size and often with a transient population. Church growth requires long stretch
of time and much manpower in the process. As God’s servants we must not rush in to do a quick fix
and fall into the instant gratification trap of the world. We need to learn from Paul and his compan-
ions like Tychicus. We need to follow the footstep of our Lord Jesus Christ in his example of incarna-
tion ministry. Please pray for us to commit to the work here for the long haul and be faithful to the
end. Pray also that God will send more good and faithful servants like Tychicus to take up vital minis-
try roles in our mission field.

Serving together in Christ,

~.

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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